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ASH WEDNESDAY 
Four Significant Days 

Significant Problem: Last Day in the Garden 

February 17, 2021 
 

AS WE GATHER As we enter the Lenten season, we 

encounter a significant problem: we have fallen into 

sin just as Adam and Eve did, which means we are 

banished from the Garden of Eden just as they were. The wages of sin is 

death, and without access to the tree of life, we are all doomed to die. 

We are dust, and to dust we shall return. Yet, in Jesus, we find that we are 

not doomed to dust forever, but Jesus will raise us from the dead to join 

Him in a new Eden, a new paradise forever. 

 

Our order of service throughout the Lenten Midweek services is an 

adaptation of Vespers (LSB 229-234) and Evening Prayer (LSB 243-252) 

with musical settings by Marty Haugen, inspired by Holden Village, a 

Lutheran retreat center in the North Cascade Mountains of Washington 

state. 

 PREPARATION  
 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                                         LSB, p. 229 

Pastor:  O Lord, open my lips, 

People: and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

Pastor:  Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

People: make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 

 

 

 



PROCLAMATION                                                          Joel 2:12–19  

 12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with 

fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13and rend your hearts and not your 

garments.” Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 14Who 

knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a 

grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God? 15Blow the trumpet in 

Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16gather the people. Consecrate 

the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. 17Between the 

vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and say, 

“Spare your people, O LORD, and make not your heritage a reproach, a byword 

among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their 

God?’” 18Then the LORD became jealous for his land and had pity on his people. 
19The LORD answered and said to his people, “Behold, I am sending to you grain, 

wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach 

among the nations.” 

 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



EVENING HYMN          Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EVENING THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 



Cantor:              Blessed are You, Creator of the universe, from old you have  

led Your people by night and day. May the light of Your 

Christ make our darkness bright, for Your Word and Your 

presence are the light of our pathways, and You are the 

light and life of all creation.   

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You 

have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. 

Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our 

sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may 

receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:              Amen. 

 

 PSALMODY  
PSALM                                                       Psalm 51:1–13 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your 

abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my 

iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is 

ever before me. Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in 

Your sight, so that You may be justified in Your words and blameless in Your 

judgment. Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 

conceive me. Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, and You teach me 

wisdom in the secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, 

and I shall be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that 

You have broken rejoice. Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my 

iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Your presence and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and uphold me with a willing spirit. Then I 

will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will return to You.  

   

 

 



 WORD  

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                           Genesis 3:1–24  

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD 

God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of 

any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of 

the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of 

the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 
4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that 

when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 

good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 

that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 

wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who 

was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew 

that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 

loincloths. 

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of 

the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD 

God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and 

said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the 

garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who 

told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded 

you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 

gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, 

“What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, 

and I ate.” 

14 The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you 

above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, 

and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you 

and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise 

your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 16 To the woman he said, “I will surely 

multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your 

desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.” 17 And to 

Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have 

eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is 

the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of 

the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the 

ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return.” 



20 The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 
21 And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and 

clothed them. 22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one 

of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of 

the tree of life and eat, and live forever—” 23 therefore the LORD God sent him out 

from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He 

drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim 

and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. 

Lector:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE                                                       1 Corinthians 15:45–58

 45 Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last 

Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the 

natural, and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; 

the second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who 

are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 
49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the 

image of the man of heaven. 

50 I tell you this, brothers and sisters: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 

of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a 

mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead 

will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable body 

must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 
54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 

immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is 

swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is 

your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But 

thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in 

vain. 

Lector:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



HOLY GOSPEL                                                            Mark 6:7–13  
7 And Jesus called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave 

them authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He charged them to take nothing for 

their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— 9 but to 

wear sandals and not put on two tunics. 10 And he said to them, “Whenever you 

enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. 11 And if any place will not 

receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust 

that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12 So they went out and 

proclaimed that people should repent. 13 And they cast out many demons and 

anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. 

 

Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People:              Thanks be to God. 
  

RESPONSORY                                                                    LSB, p. 231 

Pastor: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my 

salvation. 

People: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those 

who rise against me. 

Pastor: In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, 

my God. 

People: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those 

who rise against me. 

Pastor: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my 

salvation. 

People: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those 

who rise against me. 
 

SERMON 

 CANTICLE  
 

CANTICLE               The Annunciation and Magnificat         Luke 1:26-55 

 

Cantor:         An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a 

woman whose name was Mary. The angel said to her, 

“Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you. You shall 

bear a child and His name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One 

of God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant of 

my God, I live to do Your will.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 PRAYER  
KYRIE                                                                                      LSB, p. 233 

Pastor:              Lord, have mercy;  

People:             Christ, have mercy;  

Pastor:               Lord, have mercy. 
 

COLLECTS 

Pastor:  O Lord, hear my prayer. 

People:              And let my cry come to You. 

Pastor: Almighty God, grant that in the midst of our failures and 

weaknesses we may be restored through the passion and 

intercession of Your only-begotten Son, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People:              Amen. 



Pastor: O God, You sent Your Son to restore Your house to be a 

house of prayer for all nations. Give us courage to 

approach Your throne in prayer and to invite all nations 

to be Your people; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People:              Amen. 

Pastor: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 

counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 

may be set to obey Your commandments and also that 

we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 

live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER                                          Matthew 6:9–13 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
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