Proverbs 12
Whoever loves discipline loves to learn; whoever hates to be corrected is stupid.
2 It is good to learn what pleases the Lord, because he condemns those who plan to
do wrong. 3 Evil people are never safe, but good people remain safe and secure.
4 A good wife is like a crown to her husband, but a shameful wife is like a cancer.
5 Good people are honest and fair in all they do, but those who are evil lie and
cannot be trusted. 6 Evil people use their words to hurt others, but the words from
good people can save others from danger. 7 When evil people are destroyed, they
are gone and forgotten, but good people are remembered long after they are gone.
8 You praise people for their intelligence, but no one respects those who are stupid.
9 It is better to appear unimportant and have a servant than to pretend to be
important and have no food. 10 Good people take good care of their animals, but the
wicked know only how to be cruel.[a ]11 Farmers who work their land have plenty of
food, but those who waste their time on worthless projects are foolish. 12 The wicked
want a share of what an evil man might catch. But like a plant with deep roots, a
good man is the one who produces the most. 13 The wicked are trapped by their
foolish words, but good people escape from such trouble. 14 People get good things
for the words they say, and they are rewarded for the work they do.
15 Fools always think their own way is best, but wise people listen to what others tell
them. 16 Fools are easily upset, but wise people avoid insulting others. 17 Good
people speak the truth and can be trusted in court, but liars make bad witnesses.
18 Speak without thinking, and your words can cut like a knife. Be wise, and your
words can heal .19 Lies last only a moment, but the truth lasts forever.
20 People who work for evil make trouble, but those who plan for peace bring
happiness. 21 The Lord will keep good people safe, but evil people will have many
troubles. 22 The Lord hates people who tell lies, but he is pleased with those who tell
the truth. 23 Smart people don’t tell everything they know, but fools tell everything
and show they are fools. 24 Those who work hard will be put in charge of others, but
lazy people will have to work like slaves. 25 Worry takes away your joy, but a kind
word makes you happy. 26 Good people are careful about choosing their friends, but
evil people always choose the wrong ones. 27 Lazy people don’t get what they want,
but riches come to those who work hard. 28 Along the path of goodness there is life;
that is the way to live forever.

Devotion:
This past Monday I woke up to my ceiling
leaking water for the second day in a row.
Bubbles of paint looked daunting as water
dripped into an already full bowl of water.
Fast forward an hour as I try to leave for
work, and my car won't start because my
battery died. Needless to say that's enough
to make any Monday anxious and
overwhelming. I could have become upset
and let it get to me and let my entire day be
ruined, instead I actually laughed at myself.
I jokingly said well I guess when it leaks it
pours! God made sure the maintenance
men were able to come fix the leak first
thing Monday morning. He made sure
someone was there to jump my car so I
could get to my destination safely. In the
same way he made sure that the auto shop
had just one more battery for my car! God
gives us immeasurable peace that we can
only find with Him. Even on the craziest
days he takes care of us. Later that night I
came home to dryer ceiling, and a car that
was running better than it had in a long
time. He pushes us but it's not to hurt us or
upset us. He pushes us so we learn to rely
on Him and only Him. He teaches us
through trials that he is truly our good good
Father who will not leave our side and will
always take care of us.
Prayer: Father we thank you for the peace
you bring us. We thank you that you stretch
us each and every day in a way that brings
us back to you. Help us to rely on you more
when we are anxious or upset. We know
you love us and have given us the tools to
rely on you through your Word. Amen.

Prayer Journal: Verse 25 describes why we
need to rely on God when we are anxious. How
can you meditate on this verse sorting through
your own anxieties?

Musician Recommendation: Francesca
Battistelli

